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ARTIST: Vitor Joaquim
TITLE: Nothingness
LABEL: Own Release
CATALOGUE NUMBER: 03
RELEASE DATE: 27 December 2019
FILE UNDER / TAG: abstract, avantgarde, drone, ambient, experimental electronic, ambient
electronic
FORMAT: digipak cd, digital
AVAILABLE: vitorjoaquim.bandcamp.com/album/nothingness
Distributed by: materiaprima.pt
TRACK LIST:
01 Away (4:10)
02 Here (10:06)
03 There (7:00)
04 Everywhere (5:14)
05 Where (1:52)
06 Elsewhere (5:39)
07 Nowhere (12:29)
TOTAL TIME: 46:31
All tracks written, played, produced and mastered by Vitor Joaquim at Xara, during
2017/19.
VJ: piano, voice, keyboards, electronics, singer table, guitar, hiss, humming,
crackling.
Samples from: short wave radio, Stylophone (1970) courtesy of Dubreq Ltd (dubreq.com).
Spectral allusions and inspirational notes from Menino do Rio by Caetano Veloso,
Teus Lindos Olhos by Voz de Cabo Verde, Je Crois Entendre Encore/Romance de Nadir
by Bizet.
Cover photo by VJ. Cover design by Raul Reis
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“Joaquim has a great gift for drawing out rhythmic and melodic patterns from the
shards of sound produced by his software” - Keith Moliné, The Wire
“an electro-acoustic version of dub music” - FdW, Vital Weekly
“splendido e poetico” - Aurelio Cianciotta, Neural
“Highly recommended" - Boomkat
“The finest in Southern European avant-garde” - Bruno Heuzé, i/e music in flux #11
“on ne les sent pas venir et les dégâts ravagent” - Marc Sarrazy, Improjazz
“Ein kleines Meisterwerk” - ms, Ikonen Magazine
“Unique to the point of extremes and beautifully obtuse " - Tom Sekowski, Gaz-Eta
“le magicien portugais du glitch ambient (…) Un modèle d’économie de moyens dont le
génie se révèle au gré des écoutes répétées” - RabbitInYourHeadlights, Indie Rock Mag
(reviews on: http://www.vitorjoaquim.pt/vj.reviews.htm)
This album comes in the wake of a search started on my previous album, Impermanence,
as well as my HAN project (with Emídio Buchinho) in which I dive into the issues of
interiority and the transformation and renewal of the world around us. Since nothing
seems to resist the passage of time and yet everything seems to last as if time has not
passed, this album is like a boat stranded in time, docked at a quay of forgotten
places, where from time to time music is heard from past but soon fade like a mist carried by the sea breeze.
Everything is impermanent and can only be so. As if it were away, not here or there,
lost everywhere, not expecting to know where it might be but be elsewhere and nowhere
at the same time.
Always knowing that here and now is the only moment in which we can truly live happiness.
Vitor Joaquim is a researcher, laptop experimentalist, sound and visual artist, graduated in sound and film directing, with a doctorate in computer music. He started performing improvised music and get involved in experimental art around 1980. Since then,
he has created extensively for dance, theater, video, installations and cross media
platforms in Portugal, Spain, France, Belgium and Germany. With Nothingness VJ releases his fourteenth album, in addition to several collaborations and a long list of participations in compilations and remixes. His previous album, Impermanence was received
by Neural as an “unmissable” album and was listed by Expresso as one the best portuguese
albums from 2018. Geography was considered by Indie Rock Magazine as one of the best
albums of the year 2016. Filament, his sixth solo release was nominated for Best Experiment on Qwartz Awards and was listed as one of the best drone/ambient works by Indie
Rock Magazine. In 2006, Flow was listed by The Wire magazine as one of the best electronic records of the year. In 1997, the cd Tales From Chaos (under the alias Free
Field) was considered by O Público, as one of the 10 records of the year and one of the
10 Portuguese electronic records of all times. In concerts, he played all over Europe
and collaborated with artists such as @c, Scanner, Stephan Mathieu, Simon Fisher
Turner, Phil Niblock, Harald Sack Ziegler, Colleen, Pure, Marc Behrens, o.blaat, Ran
Slavin, Julien Ottavi, Greg Haines, Gunther Heinz, Joe Giardullo, Carlos Zíngaro and
Rodrigo Amado, among others.
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